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HIGHLIGHT: 

BODY: 

KEITH OLBERMANN, HOST: Which of ,h.se s.oH. wi„ you be ,a«<„g abo„, ,o.„„„w, 
Haditha. The president speaks. 
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

GEORGE W. BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATPc:. If f ..u 
there- II be, there" 11 be punishment. "^ ^NH ED STATES. If ,n fact the - you know, the - laws are broken, 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

Nix^t^^r^;^-:;--^-----^ 

^^r."^^^:^::^:^^^ :Cs!2nZ^''''Vr ^^^^^-^^ ^--'^-^ -^° --^ ^ year 
producers joins us. ^ ^ ^° '"PP"'^ '^^ ^^'^ ^"'^ *°«e ^^o oppose it. One of the three soldier- 

The battle is joined by Hillary Clinton. 
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

SEN. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON (D) NEW YORK- Am.H., >. 

(END VIDEO CLIP) " '"''" "^ '^^^^ ^° '^'^^^ '*-^^'-- 
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OLBERMANN: U. campaign , f„ ,e„.„i„„ ,„ „, ,„.,^ „„,^^^ ^^^ ^^^^^^ ^.^^^_.^_^ 

d. Fra„°rrdTr six;r,rNri;s.d"° ''^ "°' "^ --^----^"cing d^gs ,„ „„ „e .„, t„„, 

And, of course, the big news from the "TODAY" show. 
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP, "TODAY") 

(END VIDEO CLIP) 

OLBERMANN: That's right. Gene Shallit is back. 
Ail that and more, now on COUNTDOWN. 
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

GENE SHALLIT, MOVIE CRITIC, "TODAY": Isn t it ironic? 
(END VIDEO CLIP) 
OLBERMANN: Good evening. 

An entire year has now elapsed since Dick Chenev Hprlar^H tho^ *u • 
months in which another 833 Americans in ^o^Tere hte beLV^ ^^ *" *^ '^^ throes, 12 

tiesb%e"rs;trt^rNr^^^^^ 

;;..™ed.pev.denceshowmgthatal.o.heIra™^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

That directly contradicts claims by U.S Marines that the- v,Vt;n,c u au 
can militao' investigators also saying that the kS toet to hr/h " '""'"f °^^ '''^'^'"^' ^"'"'''"8' ^-^^ri- 

ently in retaliation for the death of Con^oral Torazes ShouL n^eT "" TT^"^ '"^'^ ^' *^ ^^'•"^^' ^PP^" 
President Bush leanied of the killings Tnly afteTa rep^rrfrom^"^^^ "^ ^°"^ ^"°^ '^^^^ ^^^^^^^ay thi^ 

Mr. Bush making his first public coLnents about ^ata^ns Ld^v .T""""" ''''''u ^^^'""^ '1"^«*'°"« ^^out it, 
of Rwanda. ^ "^ allegations today, after a meetmg this morning with the president 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

if. i"'«tl?elSL?:r:^:rS„T^„™^^^^^^^^ -^-"^ ^U. „f war. And 

D,BLE, cutore wi„ ^ ,.i„f„„ed, and ,ha, .ho'.^X rjd'^rri?^* tiStrntCi*" """^ '™^^- 
(END VIDEO CLIP) ' ^ 

OLBERMANN: T^e ,o ca„ in d,e -Washing™ P„s,- „»„„„», p„,i,i,„ „„„_ „,„, „„,^^ 
1 hanks for your time, Dana. 

DANA MILBANK, NATIONAL POLITICAL REPORTER, "THE WASHINGTON POST- Good ' K ' h 

the fi?st "TIME" r^rrc^Bult^^^^^ 

body knew about it till March of 1969, the S newiroon S-? n^ 'T""'^ " ^'''^ ^^68. Essentially, no- 
case, deserve the benefit of the doubt ^n this one? ^ ^'P*''"''"'' '^^^- ^°^^ *^ P'-^^'^ent, in this 

hush^u?^:^'i.^i;r^.fj^^^:^-:t^;^:^S^ 

cemed. ""^ '°^ °^ criticism of the president inasmuch as a coverup is con- 
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protected by U,e Geneva accords, does thrcfeatfihe kind oT^LT .T'"^' *" ™ "*'"« '=™™«» ^>"> "' <">t 

meaning ils OK to do this sort of thing? of envtromnent that a 19-year-old Marine can interpret as 

su.er.^r.^acta-i^^^treS^SnS^^^^^^^^^ 

coverup within the mihtary. as yon suggest, at vafions TevelT '" '""""•"""'■ *<»" 1-' P^pect of an actual 

beca^ '.rrSom'iiS^n^dt^ifthr^^^^^^^^^^ r^P,^- "^vionslyh.s been a coverup. 

.errbi::f;re- r Zs^LT^r^rnt'-— iv^^^^^^^^^ -*^ ' -- 
..n,r,trh^rj,'d'S:^^,5°ri':: rft:;et:x" fo ir^-; 7 --'^ ^ ^^^ »" °^™-""^=. -' 

world. ' '^'^^ ™ "^^^'S"' so what? The damage has been done in the Arab 

the pS^tnt 'nT^Jstif rre:°;foVr,r^^^^^^ -^-'-'^ »°^*-« -^-* ^i^ing 

rate there, that is where the president wirtake a bea«n,inhtiv T" ° T"""' '" «° "■"*■ "'"es really deterio- 
can go. '^ '" "'"' ' "="'"8 '" >"' P"'"'^ popularity, which is already about as low as one 

r.0°.-!^t^^t1, 'rM;i"''B^t ifrsTsTwteferTt" " ""'""""^' ^-^ *- -" ™« »' 
least there is a bigger ceiling for poten«a 1 t oa tanact wirHad * "T "^ » fl'Ii'"' "P»« l>ere now, at 

President Johnson, who was on the w. h wh n ifhaTpened Tr ^T/' T""''' ?" """' "'' *""" "^ '"=' '<•' «"•" 
Is there a reason for that? happened, or President Nixon, who was on the watch when it broke. 

died - a "t'lt'Vr l^'re'»d\rseT.C:^;rs^^^^^ " *' »*" «-P"<»"- O" P-n 

hi,ns°if SlTr.tlrrc:^:;':^^^^^^^^^^ "J^^" "■°" " P-""-' P°'- »''-' "- ^- -oes he protect 
.ana".::4Tthi!^--nt^^^^^^^^^^ 

iong.^^ gl^t'o^ -'tstttSJlrfnVs^r^^^^^^^ *- ^ *= Senate has said before 

OLSERMANN; Dana Milbank, national political renortprnf"Th»w u- . r, 
for joining us. *^ ^^' '^P""*^"^ °f ^^ Washington Post." As always, sir, great thanks 



MILBANK; Thanks, Keith. 



whiie°a';^r„ronr.rcc;rr'rr;nr.srtt^i-^ 

there possibly be an objective viewpoint? P^Ponents that Iraq has been exaggerated or sugarcoated, could 
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film their experiences during their year-long Ziownent fro,! M Tonf7' 'r''"' *° *" ^°°P^ ^^^ ^^ed them to 

(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP, "THE WAR TAPES") 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Eve^ soldier ave„„.„y wan.s .„ go ,„ co™b,,. I,s , „a«ra, i„s,i„c, 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: If you ,e, fear ge, ,o you, ,he„ youTe „o, g„i,g ,„ be dobg your job ' 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Eve,y single toe you go „„, ,he,e, i.'s a^aeks, ifs unbelievable 
(END VIDEO CLIP) 

OLBERMANN: One of those three Guardsmen, Sergeant Zack Bazzi, joins me now. 

Thanks for your time tonight, sir. 

SOT. ZACK BAZZI, NATIONAL GUARD: Glad to be here. 

OLBERMANN: Why the documenta^? What do you think people will take away from it^ 

seemsto'me;^aX'£ra;rhinreT^^^^^^^^ 

(INAUDIBLE), you know, pro-troops kind^ovie And I v.l n ^"' ""''"• ' ''' '""" *^ Republicans 

thoughts all along that this'w^ar has bUrml'tTelor^^^^^^^^^ 

done^ptys Tb^ hl^l'lTe'i^^^^^^^^^^ ^°" I^- ^'^'^ '^ -y^^i *at what you" ve 

Hey, this is fair and this is honest ' '"'^ "^""^ ""^'^^ ''^''^^^"^ ''^^^ been from both sides, 

the good'fh; S, ;he:er:ic Lldt'itS ™1C^^^^ "^^V" 'T^' ^'' ^^ ^"-' ^^ ''^«-. ^or worse, 
credit, Deborah Scranton didTgood bS^ ShT ^eZfh '''^" ^^P^'"^? '" ^^is film. I think the director, to her 
in front of the unit, and g^v he^^i' and she^^l^^^^^^^^ Tt" ""1^ ^' '^^P'^^^"' '""^ '^^^ d°™. ^^ood 

film. It will just be'a raw' authentirfooriSto Lf lai^^^ *^^ ''' "'" "°^ '^^ - -^ -^ Po^^ically in this 

And I think, to her credit, she's done a great job. 

still in th?s^.^e^;u'l"t\^^^^^^^^^^ T': ~"*- ?'^'°"^'^ ^«" -- -^ - "^'^'^a, you-re 

heard from other ^o'ldiers, from spoLrn from tLpe^^^^^^^ of this war and in many other wars, we have 

as shields, and very often you can't tell who s Sendlytd wh^tlt ' '" " '^' "" "°"^" ^"'^ ^^'"^^" 
What was your experience in that regard? 

engagement a?l?2^^^^^^^^^^ ^J^tS v" 1 ^r^'^J^^^ ■"" ''^' ^^ ^^ ^'^ «^ 

a, you know, from enemy, and so on. ''"^"'"'"* '^ °^'" "«» clear. You don t know friend from foe, civilian from 

So it's difficult experience sometimes for soldiers tryina to tell thn^(> tv^n n.,,^ n * 
got to do what you got to do. And I think to our credit 7hevlVf^<^,T T ^ .^"*' ^^^ ^°'^' "tifortunately, you 
most of the time. And things like thaT^ejustToS incident" ' ''™'' "' ''^ '°"°" *^ ™'^^ of engagement 

OLBERMANN: Will you be returning to Iraq? 

iii betlfefe w;,M"berSX"' '""""'""' '" "" "^ "'"""''" ^'«™»' °"""'- "" '^ «■'' <"" "" -> "-''. 
.0 yourTr™™iryl'rer;trrdTa*r '""' "^=""" *'"' ■' *- »"' ^=8= •"- ™» ™-dia,e,y 
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and for^':Ii";oZ: "^Set 'S;;^'^:!^!"': d' "" fr^."-"?" °" B„,, you b,ow. fte war is he,,, 
real d„„g. And „„ maner how hard ie7h^ Bm ,hSe U S ™i ' ^"^ - '"i^ "' ^O" difficult ,o ge, a,e 
over there. ' ^ " *' "■^- ■"=*»• y" 1^0", tnes its best to capture what's it like 

your°e™- e'::^rc„u:',?"' '"* '''°'- "'" " '" '»' '^^ '»i*>- O""^ l»K with «,is. Ahd g„a, «,a„ks for 
BAZZl; Thank you. Appreciate it. Thanks for having me over 

tacherhiXhTaulI^:^^^^^^^^ 

first time in more than a quarter century ^e catch Ir^ wo. ?d W h . "■" '''°"' "' """'"^ P^°g^^ fo"- *e 

Rice indicatingtheU.S.is prepared to^oeitLT^tylr^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

the ul:ntm.'" '""'^ '""^^^^^ *^ ^^^ ^ P-P^^-''^' -^-S '^ is not in its country's best interest to stop enriching 
cham^ptn'r '"" ''"''"' ' "^" *^™ ^*^^^ ^* ^''^ ^^' ^^ ^-'^ ^afavian. What on earth were Jack Abramolf s 

And Hiliao' Clinton officially kicks off her campaign. But for which job is she rum^ing? 
You're watching COUNTDOWN on MSNBC. 

turn, as ,t was so tnemorabl, phrased in dte movie -n,e AmerlTn l^elll^when Zf fs"' ' '"""'' "'"' '""' 

infars'x:;:rsc:L"d°™dTur:?era,'rr T^^^^^^ -^-^« ■>"' -"-^ a^-»'^» 

White House procurentent chief, and tfe ftstprnto'S^SfnTh^^Atroff'^llr^' ^^"™- *^ f°™" 
Davi?r "•'""^''"" °""' Sh-ter Joining us now fron, the Potomac and its usual sme„y se,f with a first look. 

.omrg"verS,a"re"°h':jlS?^^^^^^^^^^ "T " ^"'^^ -«-y •■.!» week 

favian. David Safavian, of course, s'tands acc^d^t^fl^tXlff'i^r^tiSof™""" '°"' "'''' '^- 

h,ack'rr i:*tT„Vjirs'^:,it^,h^^ ^- *r- *- °" *' '- '" "« 

Bob Ney they there in the gray T-shirt. cH-rf of staff of Congressman Bob Ney. Tlal is Congressman 

e»crg;,rif rdltVac?Ib';^:;rth"et^^^^^^^^ "^° '' rT;^^'»' -^ -^ '™f-. »°' 

this jaunt, he is o„ the end there with the jaeto ™d whte cap "" "'" '■°""'"°" ""'^"^ -» 

„es .™:?„t:fs.'':dTr:^rrh:;h"f: rbo:^rs*,5T„'r ? °t r "'■" *™' ~> --■ 

shows four members of Abramoff ento'urage at St AnleSs p":™£yXLtag toteT' '"''°'""" " "'"'"" 
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cost of the golf outing. Witnesses have descS $500^ nLht hote^^^^^^ ^^ '^ ^'^'^''" "''^ "'°"* *' ''^^^' 

rounds Of golf, and, of course, the travel to and S'cZlttol^^^^^^ ^^""'^^ «^'«"'-' ^'^0 

fled t^aLrri^tre^xi^rz^^^^^^^ 

Safavian was providing inside infonnationTAbramoff ^ '^ '"^^ '^'' ""'P *'*^ ^*'''" «ffi<^i^J ^n^^ that 

could do business with that were going tX rel* VZ.f^tctXa,^^^ °''^°"^"" ^'^^^ '^^ ^^'^ he 

was giving to them, Keith. ^ ^"^ ■'^^'' Abramoff based on some of the favors Abramoff 

ously he, fro. .,e pi«e „„ *. Ouifs.ea.lt LX r« ™ o"t™wsC"" ""' '"' "'"■ ^"' °'^'- 
.haUnTa^ X^?"""'' ">'*'"^ ""' «'" "^^ "'*'"S ='» »"- <>">. »"- «..y go, ,„ wh„. ,hey were g„i„, . 

Bob N™i™„oT;i"SjsZg*z r„ S's^t';"'' """'"' *"• " »^ ^'^ f™- ^-- c»»s-™.» 

house ™ies prohibited Aem from placing MS, AnXews " ""^ '*''"'°* "" '"™'n™»' *" fte loca] club- 

gresslrN^^d^l^ZiTrrS^ffrje^dr"^^^^^^^^^^^ 

one observer „o,ed ,.s wee, one wo„ders wSl7bt;r„ir.'^o\1rriS:^^ bSZ"* "-" ^' 

n,e o?f'hefe'^^™^ *" '""'■'= ""™^ "'"■ "» ^^ S-« "'io^f. Now youre rea,,y - „ow dreyre really pissing 
MSNBC- s David Shuster, great thanks. 
SHUSTER: Thank you. 

ForoSaf™*™^ A„d please ,e, us know when .be sbo. of Mr. Abramoff and U,e president come back fro. »,e 
SHUSTER; We will. Thanks. 

conCy S:^;^;,Xar s^lSia^'s st'':r "° "'"' ^™™' ™^ '" "" ™* ^"'. »'>. ^"= "on. Usa 

FranrAn^dtl'^rt™ S:™ '"" "■°' "" "' """ "''^ "^ '"-" ^f^, charges a, *e 1,9, Ton, de 

Details ahead on COUNTDOWN. 

^^ryl!^.Z^r-^:^^^^^^^^ prr^-r rS ^ ^r ^' ^"^^-^' ^-^^^ - -^^- a .gen- 

streets back around the year 1045 or so is that it wl.T.rT f^^ "^ "^ ^er purported bareback ride through that city's 
in the last thousand year's. To her, ^hen" we dXte . ''""'"''' *' '''' "''''''' *^* '^^ '^'^^'V '^t its edg^ 

Let's play Oddball. 

.as^^St^pS^-^— ^;-^ 

dents^at'wrr;itX^S^^^ ^^ '' 'T ""^ ^ ^^^^^ ^^'^P^^ ^^ -" 

Goes zero to 60 in six seconds, gets 43 milesTthe sail u.n. k ?k' *i'" ^'" "" ''^ mysteriously destroyed, 
fa™, you comiect your hose to a cow. Z you re - O^" I ' ^ "'.f T '°" *°PP'"S- ^°" J"^^ P"" "P to a 
Boring. ^'^ ^°" '^ ^^' ""' there - apparently there's a whole scientific process and - 



tssing in- 
ever con- 
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criminal investigations, ha, spent n,Ml,sTolsZ'°m^btMol^%TT^: ^''™'<' "^'H^ "»"» l>is sl<ills to assist in 
•he data into the contputer to i,e „s this exa c^elSf I Mona lL^ ™™""""' '" """'■ "" "'"^"^ '" 

mi^T "'^ '"■ °°''- '■"'■ "'■■' '"^ '■' ' •>'« •" ^" >•'" - <»- *-7 Its so itchy. And these shoes, oy, theyre 

OLBERMANN: Mo„a Lisa sound, exactly like Liz Winstead (ph)? Just a, I imagined 

chatu^e^rirt^jL^rdrtrN^^^^ 

.-s, u,es his hand, to cover up his eye,, ears, Ind hist^H: ZS^a S 't^^^" ^S^T, C'ot ^^°"' " 
^J thtnlc you have a broken ann. And you have a broken aru,, and you have a broken an„, .„d you have a broken 

wor,.^":.rh"';;rT^^^-s-:,^^^ 

conv^Z°S"^S^Ei2r^i--X™-~-^^^ 

ceivXTui,r™;;?NorJt sVre™,'hl'l *• "^^ ^™"' "^'^ ^-^ <"*« -"• -f-"« -P^cy 
Those stories ahead. 

But first, here are COUNTDOWN'S lop three newsmaker, of thi, day 

withSri;r,o^T;':r Jry:r„°;rprr:;f -tt "r --^^-^ -^=« '"^^ 

don't have to wait for eBay. "^ ^'"^'^ ^^^^'^ sandwich with the savior's face on it, you 

ing ^^^:oTi^ZllTJZi:2l\^::^^^^^^ ^'^\^^' ^- yo- ^-e to do.bt she. laugh- 

the road co..g hac. lo. the beach.S ;fsr hld^^sfsat^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ -e on^ 

up a b::?.rh:;:a^^c;::^^ one of two .en accused of ti^^g to hold 

wrote the note on the back of his own S statement "^ '° '^'"^ *^' ''^^ "P' Unfortunately, he 

Senafor ™^1:r;o?hS^^^^^^^^^ ^".^ ' '^ ««« '^^^^ -^^ *« 208 presidential election and 

to the United^tates Senat" but n^^our No 3 o^^^^^^^^ ^^ ^°"^^!' *^ --'-*-" was for a second tenn 

tion were watching for eye ticks and listening ?or! .Tr^ ? ^^' ""^l ^' '^' ^'^ ^°'^ '"^'^ Democratic Conven- 
starting to lay the UndUf^a pl^SdenLl b.U " '°''" °''""^ "''^*" ^^"^^^ Clinton might be 

postK:JTZ'^sttlt:::^^^^^^ ^^^°-"-' -'"^-g ^^^^ war in Iraq and improving FEMA 

rally New York centric ndaS^tdh fZal nllT T.T''' '^"^ °' '" '^^'^'^ " «"ff^'° w!s nat^ 
predict broad democratic victories L^Nritt™:i rr:^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
(BEGIN VIDEO CLIP) 

SEN. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON (D) NE W YOR K • W,^ n..H . ^ u ■ 
start seeing that happen this November. We r^ going to bl^^tin^dern/ '^"''^ '""^ ' ^'^'''' "^'''^ ^^^^ ^« 

because Americans know we have to change difecS ^ ' ''™'' ^'^ ^"^'^ ^'^ ^^™^^ ^'"^rica 

With hard work, we will take our countiy back. I will be there fighting eveiy step of the way 
(END VIDEO CLIP) 
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work°tf-!r„rN?;7o"r:-;t^^^ 

there, potent, at least, in its imagei^. "^ ^^' ''"'''""'*• "^^ f"™^-- President's presence 

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE) 
GEORGE W. BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATF<^- Itc „ ■ . u ■ 

H. CLINTON: (LAUGHING) 

H. CLmrON: V„„ can', care „ha, people say about you. And iu New York, *ey say i, in eve™ lau.ua.e 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: She ,s .he .OS, egregious, U,e™„s, Offensive ■" «"'^ '-^uage. 

^^^ UN,DENT,F,EB MALE: And ■ Ur.k .„ eve^body wan. ,o see you si^^g sonrethiug d,a, you said you were 
B. CLINTON: Just attack, attack, attack. 

B CUnZ^ sT ' T ' ™ **'"' ' ''' "" "" ' ^'" "" ' "»"" '" '-'• -"^ "^'^ -n. 
away and n!! do 1?' ""'" """ '"^^ " """' *™»- - '"'•" I-' «<r=c, peoples lives. Why should , shrink 

.ea„ig^=oir„:.htr™tr„— ^^^^^^^^^ 

(END VIDEOTAPE) <= ^omeining back. 

he w^u'ijfe^ra ^L^ar 'L'rsrzrretro?:;?^"^^- *=^ '™ »^---. 
.u,ho';ir^rDr^rMr«; rL!nto"C=:^„=;h^\"^^^^^^^^^ ™'- — -•"■ ^'- - 

Thanks for your time, sir. 

JONATHAN ALTER, "NEWSWEEK": Hi Keith. 

underwhelm? What was it about? concedmg that, did that speech underwhelm, did it deliberately 

Pretty^LIch'^v^^toV"^^^^^^^^^^^ t ''' '^'T ''''' ^°*"^ ^« ^^ ovenvheh^ingly. 

country do. But that's not a ve.y good d^;rs rehearsa f^^ '-h ''" T""'^' ''"^*°' ^'^ '""^^ 'l^'^o^^^ts in the 

have been govemors. SenatorsTall SenX^iXi^^ l^— fo- of the last five presidents 

of rock 'n- roll in her, and that would help if she wants to ,ln rp.TsS ' ''" *' '°"'- ''^^ '''''''' '^^^^ ^ '"^ 

the C^a^ sTnctllnfi^i^gT^^^^^^^^^^^ 

missing a chance to take a chunk out of Hillaw C n^on in thircln "^"7"'^ J^'f ^ "'"^ ^""^ '" ^002. A. are they 

likely to break a sweat in the campaign? campaign? B. could she be hurt by the fact she's not 

think She can wm for president and so the pressu^re Srt rn!'- ^S^^^^^ SfS^r- ^^ , 
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into the presidential race withTbt head^ste^ So co^nf"" . ¥ '^f '^''' '° ^'" ^ *'^ ^^P^'8" *^t she goes 
for her to get a httle batting pracd^e ,Me prW l^i^TZTTj' " T" T^"^ ''^ ^ '""^ democrat" s'interest 
through one campaign, Keith, six years ago sTit'Sly t k would b'hH TlfV"' P''^^'''^''''- Sh^'« only been 
tougher opponent than the mayor of Yonkers P^' ^°'' ''^' *° S° °"* ^^""^ ^^ have a 

OLBERMANN: Her campaign, in any event. Only one of her own campaigns 
ALTER; Right. That's right. 

bad even™; S^tSSl^.TS^sri^^^^^^^^^ *' ^»'«« ^^-^ "^-i. « was a 

next to Biil Clinton. And there's also fte ™eS of XtSh, ' 1 "'"""'"' "' "'P'^''^ ^^kJ^Posed 
That's no, exactly the politics of the f^rTSI:^:S'^":l:^:;XZ^Z^ """• ^"""■"' """■• ^'""'"■ 

ha„.t:r.rLi%tr,:;rs^;tt.^^^^ 

the American people, and there's a certain school of Aou^htLlhl H . °" *? *" " ^oing to be appetizing for 

she coold stay in the Senate and becomele ofl ™ «' in Z^^^ if *"'h f""^ '"«" "' *' "'^ *»' 
there and run for president so we can move into *eSre '^ "" '" "™'»* =''' 8° ■»" 

asset°r ■ IZ^^serbStn^'eX:;^?^"'^" ^'™« °"" ^"*»^-' *— ence. 1 it her greatest campaign 

ALTER: I think it's a real liability for her. 

OLBERMANN: Jonathan Alter, "Newsweek" and NRP anH "tu^ n ^ ■ w 
umph of Hope," as always, sir. great thankTforcomtg ta ^^'^^ ^°'"'"*^ ™"^ ^«« ^^^^ ^d *^ Tri- 

ALTER: Thanks a lot, Keith. 

accus°edfhnTf™;ir„rtSZef:S'er ' " '" " "' "" '»" ^' ^™"« ^^^ ^»» '" "» «- ^os, who 

b.n,SSd^"-„-t°™:a?ja1,\^^^^^^^^ 

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE) ^' 

HereT;:en1^r™^''a::^t^^^ rigTt SlS^f "H^ect" fork 'h' *? t^"'^ ^"*"^ "° °"^ ^^ ^^-'^ ^"«- 
hole, .t. way up there. And looklt the s J:;^LlStU:in^v:rt^^^^^^ '^ -"' ^^^ 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: I don't know how he got the car to fly. 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Cars shouldn't fly. 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: No, I don't see how it happened. 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Zepheous (ph). 

JEREMIAH WEAVER, SPELLING BEE CONTESTANT: Zephyus (ph)7 Can you spell that. 
(LAUGHTER) 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Our next call is from Malibu, Hawaii. Good morning 
UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: No, this is Malibu, California. 
UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Go ahead. 
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UNIDENTIFIED MALE: WeJ„s, f„„„a *e websi.e. Us operation ,,p,e„ hetae, org 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Yeah. 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: And is this Cher? 

UNIDENTIFIED MALE: Yeah. 

UNIDENTIFIED FEMALE: Thank you for calling again. 

(END VIDEOTAPE) 

^^r.,omAZ!::Z^7/Xl'^^: tZtZlZfl'^'l-' ?• ^ •«-" ""« '««' "> •=«« Co„ncs big 
Thais next, this is COUNTDO™ Amstrong. Were the French out to get him? (UNINTELLIGIBLE) 

helpittg me compile a It^^^t of suspecu, b 1^1™^ who ! °C1^^ some executives, even some players ha.e been 
injury or illness or other signs of sleriid use And E iT? i '" f '" ""''' **>" "' ^'"' ™=«™bed to sudden 

*e plateau of 100 names, O^r No Tl.^ „n *" coi^x^^^^ 'Tf' """"^ "" "''•" "«"*• "'' ""«* """''I 

fr=„rs;s-r,-or sE:?^^^^^^^ 

TourdePra„ee..erestofhi!ca,eer"„tiT^r^T-erftL^t;r;rJr^^^^^^ 

A™rn^.j:x,^f?a^°,-frr^j;i-^^^^ 

LANCE ARMSTRONG, CYCLIST: I have never doped. 
TAIBBI: He denied it right away on CNN's "Larry King Show." 
ARMSTRONG: When I peed in that bottle, there wasnt EPO in it. No way. 

alleged use of doping'in the 1999 TotTFrance a "^^ 'f^'^' ^™^*^°"^ ^^'"P'^^^'y -'^^ respecUo 

to discredit and target n,e without any baL and L-ly accld m^^^^^^ '"' '" ' ^^*'"'"*' ''^ ^^^""^^ "^^^^ ''-" ^^ 

But £ s^it^sr:^^ :" s;r2;r ::tts: '^^ - ^ ^-- --^ - -- 

Cancrur^r;r Sy"^!^^^^^^^ -- -- - -- states of America. 

shej;^rir:ss^^-::^--r^--^^ 

ARMSTRONG: Never. 

ANN CURRY, "TODAY SHOW": Not once? 

ARMSTRONG: Not once. 

TAIBBI: The denials, a part of his story no matter who says he's clean. 

Mike Taibbi, NBC News, New York. 

(END VIDEOTAPE) 

fromr™ D™; Chrrb^eeXra^elf :^„':e^:r'"'"r ^■""' """''"' '* ""^ "" "™ ='^™ 
ated their fan base with those 'o.uo.„.J^^ZZ:^SS:::XS^'S:^^ *'' '"™- 



1 with a 
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We told you last Thursday that Michelle Rodriguez of ABr\ "r net" h,w k i^- , 
serving a 60-day sentence. She^s out already It s been fin H. , Jl ^^"^^'^ ""^^ *^ L'^- County jail to begin 

short. Did time mysteriously bend and he actia Iv snent 1 v.^ ""'' ' ^7'^^''' ""' ^""'^^^ "^^ vacation seemed fo 
l.ke some ridiculous TV show. No ^hetiC^ver'ro^^^^^^^^^^^ ZT'/" T''f '^'^"'^ " ^'^^ ^'^ '^^--^ 
million. They have no room for nonviolent oSZ w^h teis oftt?^ llT'^'l ^"^ '""^^''"^ •'"'^^^ '="ts of $1 80 
hours and a half Oh, what a mindbender ' *''"" ^^ '^^y'- ^° Rodriguez served about four 

everS.'TCS:v^^^^^^^^^^^ 

latest list of nominees for "Worst Persl in the WorlJ' ^ ^ '* ' "'"' ^"* ^""^^ ^™^ f"'' COUNTDOWN'S 

Carota^tt^ng^r^tnTfo'S^^^^^^^ *^ ^°"^---^^ -^ ^^ ^^th district of North 

nent, quote, "If he had his wayTmerica wS L nTh ^ \ ^. ™nn"Tg a radio ad already in which he says of his oppo- 

bashing, immigrant bashing.^^prrhinl'y'orSl^t T^ S^^^^^^^^^^ '"^^^' ^"^^ ^^ ^— '^•" « 'v 

waging partieifrom mfllenni; P I d on Senl ThTis S^^^^^^ TTr" '^^^^ ''^^^ ^''"^-"^'^ '"^^'^ "^X 

unquote. millennia. I his is the part of the world that was in on the massacre game early," 

wen, that's already then. Whafs one more massacre, huh7 John Gibson, today's "Worst Person in the World " 

centS"So'.^pt;°^;rrp"^^^^^ 

"Entertainment Weekly" magazine iLr compildl iS of the I'nn ?)'■'"'' ^^'"P^'^^'y- ^ ^'^^^on this because 
53rd on that list. TTie only thiig fromhe Sv Shot k T'*''* '"""'""*' ^" "^ ^'^ *^t partnership was 

in 1954, that ranked34th'HeTelmypoLm^^^^^^^^^^ 

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE) ^' 

friend and colleaguj Ka.ie CourirL^^day Z ™ .rfee^nSr* "'™ '" "" "*' '"" "^ ""^ '"""'"^ '« "^ 

KATIE COURIC, "TODAY SHOW" ro HO«;t- nh „„ u I- ^ ■• , 
trol, and you know how much I like that ^ ' "" ^'"'"^ ^^'^P^ ^"'^ '^'^ ^"^ completely out of con- 

LAUER; Yes, exactly. 

possi^:: NoX'^y™ '"""• "' "' """ "'^ """'" "'" "•- '- '» ^"-^ 1 3 years in ,„,a. ,he - in eve^ way 
Yeah. Wait a second. 

COURIC: And , .no» ,„ never have a partner like you again, because r„ never be working .i,b a partner again. 
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LAUER; Cheers! 

COURIC; Thank you so much. Everyone in TV land, thanks so much. 
LAUER; Cheers! 
(END VIDEOTAPE) 

been „agg,„g a, you „ 4„s. roo.les, m„„,e„,3 J„s, b^een n'igh. and d,wi a, ;:rta 1^:/ ~™"' '" 

(BEGIN VIDEOTAPE) ' 

(voice-over): It began on September 8, 2004. 

DAN RATHER, "60 MINUTES" HOST: We have new documents and new infonnation 

ousiyTd^vi^do^L^rss:^^^^^^^^^ rr °^^t^^°^ r ^ **^ ^--^^^^ -p^- ^^ p-vi- 

Guard, the "Killian memos." But w tZSuSoSr^Id d t^ ' 11"'^^^' '"? *''''°^' ^ *^ ^^^^^ ^^ National 
Rather and CBS News got into th™ and oJthlT? '^^'^.'^'f "^^''^'^ ^he memos had issues, serious issues. Dan 

was set in motion. Th fub e^u n poSal frent m X 'hf "h^^^^^ ^"' "^ """'"^ ^^"-"^ ^^--^s 

either way, it certainly started\is rfma Tabfe TeT^^^^^^^ "/r"^"^' "^^ ''^^^ '^^'^>'^'' -^- ''"t 

memo's" saga. sequence ot events that might contam the true explanation of the "Killian 

RATHER; And to each of you, courage. 

pro™°';srwa.^"lt■rl^^lXi^re*"L^^^^^^^^ :r' r.- -'r r '- - *- -^» 

Katie Couric was die next domino. ' ^^ ^""^ "' fr""" ^'^'^'^ ™<='^ ^ 30 rock. 

COURIC: I've decided V 11 be leaving "Today" at the end of May 

.he crer4r„^rr„;tS'n; irir:^^^ --" '-»"" --- »--' - - ne« „.„, „r 

COURIC; NBC has asked me to co-host the "Today" show. And I. 

chair?nd rm'e^ tht^o^irrot^^ Tr'T ''r^ ^^"^^ '^' ^^'^^^ ^^^^'^ 

they would need a class act on "The View ■- someone distSisher"*' ' '' '" '" *' '^ " P^"">' '°^f^^^' 

ROSIE O-DONNELL, COMEDIAN: What did I do7 Tm fat, I yell, and I sometimes say the "F" word 

thusridnrn;«dtu°.rD:n\:^^^^^^^^^^ 

"Taboo," will replace the departing ViarrwhoTreplacit tie denanlfr '^ ™"'"'' ''°"* ^"^ ^^^''S^ '''''^ 

But there-s one condition, if O'Domiell St^Jones has ^bl o.,f ^ ^ T"' ""u" ' '■'P^''^*"^ *^ '^^P^^'^ J^^*^^- 
... Hterally. And as you can imagine .r Stirr^r^^^d^^^^^^ 

Asfo?rr^t:eteoTen^g'2^^^^^^^ 

fensive of the Philadelphia Eagles. And a 1 of th s theTtra?.t'LtoTsr^^^^^ """^u"' '''' ^'^^^™' P^^'^^P^ *^ ^f" 
Viara, to Couric, to Rather - all of it started wT;ho! "^f, ^*^'' ^°"^' J'''' '^^'^'^ *" O'Donnell to Viara 

n;aybe he-s still on the CBS evi^ n^s^ kS Co^ur c ' rsll^l^nr^ ^"' ^-^-' 

View." Rosie ODonnell might still be out of work. ' '^^'^^'^'^h Viara might still be on "The 
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ODONNELL: Im sony to say this on camera, but I did throw up in the morning 

OLBERMANN: And Star Jones might still have a job. 

STAR JONES, "THE VIEW": Yeah Im Hercules, Hercules, Hercules 

Ou, MSNBC coverage con.faues row wi,h -Scarborough Country.- ,oe, good everring 
DAT™ " * ""'" ^'"^^™«^- ™.S COPY MAY NOT BE m ,TS ™aL FORM AND MAY BE UP. 
LOAD-DATE: June 1, 2006 
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.eadiJsSTsSratrytL^^ 

dollar donation to the American He^ Lilian CanTtn, H ^ p ur"^ himself led the way with a six-thousand- 
Democrats got caught up in the s^too Zu^it^s^ t^^^^^^^^^^ ™f ^ ^° j°- *^ P^l-thropic parade, 

on the whole, as generous as those of thei; coSueracross thS *1''^/T^''°"^ Z"'' "''' ""^^^ ^ "™^^°"^ °^' 
gone to charities located in the states or dTsSctrSesenTed hv T ' f"°^! ^"'^^"t exception, the gifts have 

besides the recipients. Still, what an olouring Slur d Jvf ^'^"f ^^"'^ ^'^ '"^ '^^ ^"'"^ ^^^^ ^^' ^°™^body 
Press, sixty-five members ;f the Io4 ToZt tSZZeT't'^V'I'^r.' '''^'''"' "^^ *^ ^''^''''''^ 
relief of the less fortunate Were thev to kee?un th.T.rf lu ^""^''^ ^'^ ^°"«^° *°"^^d '^o'J^rs for the 

charitable giving would add up to aC ^ nt^'ot S o^^^^^^^^^ f ^T "^^'^ ''^2««^' *- -"-^-e 

of the cuts their latest budget Lde to the uZ ll^^Tu^SlZltiro^' "' '" '"^^^ *" ^°"^ ''-' ^^"^ 

come^m^rSXSSsr-S^^^ 

prosecutors about the details^ s tS>ytg"'^^^^^^^^^ ^eHs the Justice Department's 

some of whom, it may be assumed, wereLtgC w SraSouni?fS'r ' ""t't '^ '^^^^^^^'^ ^° ""l'^- 
Pled, in some cases, with outright fear) was the m'LrbehLdte ^^^^^^ '"^'^^ '"^ embarrassment (cou- 

The scandal, numerous commentators have assured us, i'^p^^ist" wS^^ he^ S WeTth'tr ' 7"' ''^P^"^^" 
tions, and your measurements. ^ " ■ "^^"' "^* depends on your defini- 

.able giv..ack s^d.^ i,. ei«,„ e.ghTptcXX^l^X^tTerceTS^^^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ '^-■■ 

J5.3 million Ab^off Eedt Sdars'arPAaS^S'c'jLr'':' " '""^■'T "" '™ ""P"'"""^ "f *' 
$1.9 million wen, ,„ Democra„. Bm Abramoff" hot fo^sL h» b^^^^^^ *°"" "" ""'"'Sl' 2004. -only- 

da,,. Eve, do,,., of .s pe™„al p„,i,,ca, ,vin,-.o b^2eri„^ird:,SSre"oir;r^^^ 
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to Republicans, esp cia^Lri^ ^rc^fcle of^^^ ^'^™^^ "P^'^^'^ restaurant-went almost exclusively 

gered in the Abram'off inLtaenS ^ beki^^^^^^^ Majority Leader. And of those fm- "^ 

#l"and"StafferB,"onehundredpe"cenTiXuW^^^^^ 

"lobb^y^rc:— it-ro*^^^^^^^^^ ^--long effort to tu™ the capital, 

broad conservative agenda, hirToX RSuhHrn^; h ^'"''"""8 '°''''>""g ^^^ ^d trade associations to support a 
ways, the K Street Pr^ is a" Saf ^d ^i ' ^^^^^ '' ^^P"'''-- politicians^'ln some 

chines, corrupt though they were had ftSrR^Wno T of the b,g-city political machines of old. But those ma- 
got the contracts, bufdie poor gS ^iys iis Id .IT ^" '''''. ''' *^ ^^ ^'^ ^^ diamond-stickpin boys 
is strictly Sheriff of Notti^gha^KS' by^ natreTromnt; T^^f^ "''''.' P""'" P''^^^^- ^' *^ ^^'^^ P^«J«ct 
corporate rich: they're the only ones Xc^ ^tt^ll^^Tll' T"T> 1.^' "'=^' ''""''''''^ *^ well-organiid 
Republican Party is a near-perfect match The rH^n.!! services. The lobbyists' alliance with the dominant wing of the 

believe, with a^arent since^^rtiaT^pa^ t^ Sno^ ^^7 '^ ^ "^ ''' "^'^^ "°"^^ ^'^ '^^ ^^P'*°^ «'" 

and to liberate^ivate businesTfrom ll Si thTeS™ it^^ 3^^ M° ---d-"incentivi.e'^the rich 

poses of public policy and when the ameHnr=,t,v. fi, ^ 7 "^^g^Iation. When these become the highest pur- 
ties together upper-income toTu^thTdm^^^^^ of government are held in contempt, then a sinje thread 
safety net, the peopling of rS^agetr"^^^^^^^^ ^^'^^ P'-^*^*^^--' *^ shredding of the social 
government is seen as a whor^ wh;^ J ^^^^ ^^^1!-^^:^;^ - 

the unlikely event that they can geTSd ) BrhvnocnW J"""" "'*''" *'"" P"^ ^"^ ^ P°^«^- (Some still do, in 
those whose ideology glorifieTSoch t a " !«- ^^^^^^ a' ^'"i P'^'P'"*^ ^'* ^^^^- ^o such guilt need trouble 
condemned, for theTJe be^. tote o" tS" ^^^^^^^ ' 'f ^'^^- ^^^ identifies wealth with virtue, but is 

natural habitat. '"^ °^^ P"''^' '"'^^*' '"^y '^ome to see the lobbyist's skybox as his 

ofevil;%'rh:5*;^i^:s^t^^^^^^^^^^^ 

tives, who have diflrenZiTin some ca^^s^^^^^^^^^^ cement the alliance between economic and social conserva- 

to say, that Grover NorquirJli^LeTin^C^^ 

operative turned candidate for lieutenant governor of GeorJT™! , f .^^''' *^ conservative Christianist 

n,a„;^eLra^trir:;»t^:;^2'S^^^^ ^:/- ^^^ri^- »"ca„.a,, ha„« down 

Abramoff affair i, not just a Republicai," andafld^^, L?^S "^ft-m^-probably aie more pertinent one-tlie 
visible excrescence of a truly nftion^TcaS 1 feJX dlin™!" ?" °'''' '""'■ "'' '™* *' ™™"* ">»' 

sou, ,0 ta^e sontetb., , ioLore ^o^tivist^ri^-::^::fzzz^^rjZT^:::s. r " 

LOAD-DATE: January 17, 2006 
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The biggest corruption scandal to infect Congress in a generation took down one of the best-connected lobbyists in 
Washington yesterday. The questions echoing around the capital were what other careers - and what other familiar 
ways of doing business ~ are endangered. 

Jack Abramoff represented the most flamboyant and extreme example of a brand of influence trading that flour- 
ished after the Republican takeover of the House of Representatives 1 1 years ago. Now, some GOP strategists fear that 
the fallout from his case could affect the party's efforts to keep control in the November midterm elections. 

Abramoff was among the lobbyists most closely associated with the K Street Project, which was initiated by his 
friend Tom DeLay (R-Tex.), now the former House majority leader, once the GOP vaulted to power. It was an aggres- 
sive program designed to force corporations and trade associations to hire more GOP-connected lobbyists in what at 
times became an ahnost seamless relationship between Capitol Hill lawmakers and some frnns that sought to influence 
them. 

Now Abramoff has become a symbol of a system out of control. His agreement to plead guilty to three criminal 
counts and cooperate with prosecutors threatens to ensnare other lawmakers or their aides - Republicans and possibly 
some Democrats. At a minimum, yesterday's developments put both sides of the lawmaker- lobbyist relationship on no- 
tice that some of the wilder customs of recent years - lubricated with money, entertainment and access - carry 
higher risks. In the post- Abramoff era, what once was accepted as business as usual may be seen as questionable or 
worse. 

"In the short run, members of Congress will get allergic to lobbyists," said former representative Vin Weber (R- 
Minn.), now a lobbyist for Clark & Weinstock. "They'll be nervous about taking calls and holding meetings, to say 
nothing of lavish trips to Scotland. Those will be out. For a period of time now, members of Congress will be concerned 
about even legitimate contact with the lobbying world." 

The initial impact of a scandal that earlier produced a guilty plea from Abramoff associate Michael Scanlon could 
be changes in the way lawmakers and lobbyists interact. In the longer term, said many lobbyists and others. Congress 
will be pressured to revisit and toughen rules on gifts and travel that lawmakers and members of their staffs may accept. 
Some former lawmakers said even bigger changes may be needed to restore public confidence in how Washington 
works. 
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Former House speaker Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.), who with Weber's help effectively used issues of corruption to 
wrest control of the House from the Democrats in 1994, said the Abramoff scandal should trigger a broader review in 
Congress of the way politicians finance campaigns and deal with lobbyists. 

"I'm going to talk at length about the need for us to rethink not just lobbying but the whole process of elections, in- 
cumbency protection and the way in which the system has evolved," he said. "Which is very different from the way the 
American system is supposed to be like. I think Abramoff is just part of a large pattern that has got to be rethought. " 

Emotions ran high on K Street yesterday when news of AbramofFs plea deal began to break. "The Abramoff scan- 
dal is causing a reexamination of what lobbyists do in town," said R. Bruce Josten, executive vice president of the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. "I wouldn't be surprised to see lavranakers become cautious in meetings with lobbyists." 

With an eye on November's elections. Republicans have sought to limit the damage to themselves by portraying 
the scandal as bipartisan, describing Abramoff as an equal-opportunity dispenser of campaign cash and largess. 

So far, the public has not identified corruption as solely a Republican problem. A Washington Post-ABC News 
poll in November asked Americans whether they thought Democrats or Republicans were better on ethical matters; 16 
percent said Democrats, 12 percent said Republicans, and 71 percent said there was not much difference between the 
parties. 

But Republicans worry about two possibilities. The first is that Abramoff, known for his close ties to DeLay, 
mostly implicates Republicans as a result of his plea agreement. That could shift public attitudes sharply against the 
GOP. "People are uneasy about what else is out there," said one GOP sfrategist who requested anonymity to speak 
more candidly about the possible political fallout. 

Beyond that is a fear that the scandal and attention it could draw in the months before the election might further 
sour the public on Washington and Congress. As the party in power. Republicans know they stand to lose more if voters 
take retribution in November. 

Regardless of the electoral implications, the Abramoff scandal may force changes on Capitol Hill in the form of 
tough new lobbying disclosure laws that even some lobbying advocates say it is time to consider. "There will be a push 
for increased oversight and disclosure of lobbying," said Douglas G. Pinkham, president of the Public Affairs Council, a 
lobbyist education group. "There needs to be greater transparency and better enforcement." 

Sens. John McCain (R-Ariz.) and Russell Feingold (D-Wis.), who co-v^rote campaign finance changes a few 
years ago, have introduced separate proposals that would crack down hard on lobbying as now practiced. Their ideas 
will serve as the starting point for what is expected to be a vigorous debate. 

Some lobbyists reacted defensively yesterday, at pains to say that Abramoff was an exception to the way they do 
business. "The Abramoff style is so far afield from the normal course of business as to be irrelevant to me and probably 
most people in my line of work," said Joel Johnson, a Clinton White House official and now a lobbyist for the Glover 
Park Group. 

"The whole Abramoff matter is atypical," agreed Ed Rogers of Barbour Griffith & Rogers. "It is not a lesson of 
how business is done in Washington." 

John Jonas, a lobbyist at Patton Boggs, said he expects "less partying, less gifting, more awareness about compli- 
ance" with rules that have been "observed in the breach." 

As for the perception of lobbying as a profession, "it's confirmed everybody's worst fears about lobbyists - that 
they double-deal, that they're not aboveboard," Jonas said. "That hurts the legitimate practice of the profession." 

Gingrich said Republican leaders in Congress should take the initiative to reform lobbying and campaign finance, 
rather than hoping to slip quietly past the current scandal. "Things have to be done to really rethink where the center of 
the political process is," he said. "Right now, the center is a lobbying and PAC [political action committee] system cen- 
ter, which is not healthy." 
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